
ON PRIME FACTORS OF NUMBERS mn ± 1

SEPPO MUSTONEN

The sole purpose of this note is to demonstrate that numbers mn ± 1 where m
and n are integers greater than 1 are rich in prime factors of the form 2cn+1. This
is primarily a summary of numerical experiments made for testing capabilities of
the Survo system and Mathematica. These experiments give support for certain
general assertions. Maybe all these assertions have been proved earlier.

Already Fermat knew that all factors of 2n − 1, when n is a prime, are of the
form 2cn + 1. It also follows from results given in [1] (p.179) that mn − 1 always
has a prime factor of the form 2cn+1. The fact that both mn +1 and mn −1 have
at least one prime factor of form 2cn + 1 follows from Theorem 25 (p.62) in [2]. 1

The only exceptions are 32 − 1 = 23 and 23 + 1 = 32.
In many cases the majority of prime factors of mn − 1 are of the form 2cn + 1.

For example, we have 347 − 1 = 2 × 1223 × 21997× 5112661× 96656723 =
2× (26× 47 + 1) × (468 × 47 + 1)× (108780× 47 + 1) × (2056526× 47 + 1) where
all factors except the trivial 2 are of this form.

This is true also for prime factors of mn + 1. For example, we have 380 + 1 =
2× 8194721× 21523361× 700984481× 597747428754241 = 2× (102434× 80 + 1)×
(269042× 80 + 1) × (8762306× 80 + 1) × (7471842859428× 80 + 1).

It is interesting to study the abundance of prime factors 2cn + 1 for small fixed
values of m.

Let S−(n, m) be the number of prime factors of form 2cn + 1 for mn − 1 and let
T−(n, m) = Ω(mn − 1) (the number of all prime factors counted with multiplicity)

For m = 2, n = 2, 3, . . . , 200 the Mathematica code

n=2; m=2; nmax=200;

While[n<=nmax, { l=FactorInteger[m^n-1]; s=0; t=0;

For[i=1,i<=Length[l], i++,

{ p=l[[i,1]]; If[IntegerQ[(p-1)/n]==True,s=s+l[[i,2]],s=s+0];

t=t+l[[i,2]];

}

]; Print[n," ",s," ",t];

} n++;];

gives results in Table 1.
The total number of prime factors of these 199 numbers was 1317 while the total

number of prime factors of form 2cn + 1 was 634. Thus about 48 per cent of prime
factors were of this special form.

Date: 19 November 2010 (Revised 14 December 2010).
1I am grateful to Pentti Haukkanen for finding these references and to Jorma Merikoski for

valuable comments.
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The corresponding results for m = 3 are in Table 2 where the proportion of
prime factors 2cn + 1 is about 40 per cent, and results for m = 5 are in Table 3
where the proportion of prime factors 2cn + 1 is about 39 per cent.

Let S+(n, m) be the number of prime factors of form 2cn + 1 for mn + 1 and let
T+(n, m) = Ω(mn + 1).

For m = 2, n = 2, 3, . . . , 250 the Mathematica code

n=2; m=2; nmax=250;

While[n<=nmax, { l=FactorInteger[m^n+1]; s=0; t=0;

For[i=1,i<=Length[l], i++,

{ p=l[[i,1]]; If[IntegerQ[(p-1)/n]==True,s=s+l[[i,2]],s=s+0];

t=t+l[[i,2]];

}

]; Print[n," ",s," ",t];

} n++;];

gives results in Table 6.
The overall proportion of prime factors of form cn + 1 in this table is about 54 per
cent.

The corresponding results for m = 3 are in Table 7 where the proportion of
prime factors cn + 1 is about 51 per cent. The results for m = 5 are in Table 8
giving a percentage 46.

According to the numerical results following assertions are plausible:
1. S−(2, n) = T−(2, n) if n is a prime number and S−(2, n) < T−(2, n) other-

wise.2

2. S+(2, n) = T+(2, n) if n is a power of 2 and S+(2, n) < T+(2, n) otherwise.

3. For m > 2, S−(m, n) < T−(m, n) and S+(m, n) < T+(m, n).

4. S−(3, n) = T−(3, n)−1 if n > 2 is a prime number and S−(3, n) < T−(3, n)−1
otherwise.

5. 3 If n > 2 is a prime number and mod(m, n) 6= 1, all prime factors of
(mn − 1)/(m− 1) are of the form 2cn + 1.
If mod(m, n) = 1, one of prime factors is n and all others are of the form 2cn + 1.

6. If n = 2p where p is a prime, M = (m2p −1)/(m2 −1) is an integer. All prime
factors of M are of the form cn + 1 except in cases mod(m, p) = ±1 where also p
is a factor.

2This was presented already by Fermat.
3This obviously follows from a note on page 177 in [1]. The same remark applies evidently to

Assertion 7. These facts were pointed out by Kaisa Matomäki.
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7. If n > 2 is a prime number and mod(m, n) 6= −1, all prime factors of
(mn + 1)/(m + 1) are of the form 2cn + 1.
If mod(m, n) = −1, one of prime factors is n and all others are of the form 2cn +1.

I have tested assertion 5 by the following Mathematica code:

k1=2

k2=1229

mmax=10^5

For[k=k1, k<=k2,

k++, { n=Prime[k];

For[m=3, m<=mmax, m++,

{ If[m^n>10^50,Break[]];

l=FactorInteger[(m^n-1)/(m-1)];

If[Mod[m,n]!=1,

{ For[i=1, i<=Length[l],

i++, If[IntegerQ[(l[[i,1]]-1)/n]==False,

{Print["******EXCEPTION1 ", m, " ", n]; Break[];}

]]},

{ If[l[[1,1]]!=n,

Print["******EXCEPTION2 ", m, " ", n]];

For[i=2, i<=Length[l],

i++, If[IntegerQ[(l[[i,1]]-1)/n]==False,

{Print["******EXCEPTION3 ", m, " ", n]; Break[];}

]]}]}]}]

Since no exception was encountered, it has been shown that assertion 5 is valid
for primes n < 10000 (1230th prime is 10007) and mn < 1050.

In a similar way it has been shown that also assertions 6 and 7 are valid in the
same range as assertion 5.

Some of the original numerical calculations made by editorial computing of Survo
are shown as a GIF animation
http://www.survo.fi/demos/index.html#ex67
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Appendix 1: More assertions

Let p > 2 be a prime. If a particular prime factor q = 2cp+1 of (mp−1)/(m−1)
is studied for consecutive values 2, 3, . . . of m, let the first occurrence of q as a factor
to be for m = m−

1 . Then the next p − 2 occurrences m = m−

i , i = 2, . . . , p − 1,

appear within an interval of length q so that m−

p−1 < q. Thereafter the remain-

ing occurrences of q as a factor are trivially of the form m = m−

i + kq, i =
1, . . . , p − 1, k = 1, 2, . . . . There are no other m values for which q is a fac-
tor of (mp − 1)/(m − 1). The same is true for q = 2cp + 1 as a prime factor of
(mp + 1)/(m + 1) but with different m values.
More specifically we have the assertions:

8. Any prime q = 2cp + 1 is a factor of (mp − 1)/(m − 1) iff m ≡ m−

i (mod q)

where m−

i , i = 1, 2, . . . , p − 1, are integers depending on p and q and 1 < m−

1 <
m−

2 < · · · < m−

p−1 < q.

Furthermore m−

1 + m−

2 + · · ·+ m−

p−1 ≡ −1 (mod q).
Thus a set of p−1 distinct integers specify all values of m for which q is a factor

of (mp − 1)/(m− 1).
For example, for p = 5, q = 2p + 1 = 11 is a prime factor of (m5 − 1)/(m− 1) iff

m ≡ 3, 4, 5, or 9 (mod 11), and we have 3 + 4 + 5 + 9 + 1 = 22 = 2 · 11.
Similarly, for p = 11, q = 6p + 1 = 67 is a factor of (m11 − 1)/(m − 1) iff m ≡

9, 14, 15, 22, 24, 25, 40, 59, 62, or 64 (mod 67) (11 − 1 = 10 alternatives), and we
have 9 + 14 + 15 + 22 + 24 + 25 + 40 + 59 + 62 + 64 + 1 = 335 = 5 · 67.

9. Any prime q = 2cp + 1 is a factor of (mp + 1)/(m + 1) iff m ≡ m+
i (mod q)

where m+
i , i = 1, 2, . . . , p − 1, are integers depending on p and q and 1 < m+

1 <
m+

2 < · · · < m+
p−1 < q.

Furthermore m+
1 + m+

2 + · · ·+ m+
p−1 ≡ 1 (mod q).

For example, for p = 5, q = 2p + 1 = 11 is a prime factor of (m5 + 1)/(m + 1) iff
m ≡ 2, 6, 7, or 8 (mod 11), and 2 + 6 + 7 + 8 − 1 = 22 = 2 · 11.
Similarly, for p = 11, q = 6p + 1 = 67 is a factor of (m11 + 1)/(m + 1) iff m ≡

3, 5, 8, 27, 42, 43, 45, 52, 53, or 58 (mod 67) (11 − 1 = 10 alternatives), and we have
3 + 5 + 8 + 27 + 42 + 43 + 45 + 52 + 53 + 58− 1 = 335 = 5 · 67.

10. The assertions 8 and 9 apply also to any power qk with m− and m+ values
depending on p, q, and k. The number of these values is still p−1. The congruences
are modulo qk.

As an illustration, factorizations of (m5 − 1)/(m − 1) for m = 2, 3, . . . , 202 are
given in tables 11 – 13. The cases where (m5−1)/(m−1) is divisible by 11, 112, 31, 41
are indicated in the rightmost columns.

Date 30 December 2010 (Revised 15 January 2011)
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I have studied the validity of assertion 8 by the Mathematica code

For[p=3,p<400,p++, If[PrimeQ[p]==True, For[c=2,c<200,c++,If[PrimeQ[c*p+1]==True, { q=c*p+1;

Print[p," ",q];

For[m=3,m<2*q,m++, If[IntegerQ[(m^p-1)/((m-1)*q)]==True,Break[]]];

Print[m];

d[1]=m; i=1; s=m;

For[m=d[1]+1,m<d[1]+q,m++, If[IntegerQ[(m^p-1)/((m-1)*q)]==True,{ i++; d[i]=m; s=s+m; } ]];

If[i+1!=p,Print["Exception 1: p=",p," q=",q]];

If[IntegerQ[(s+1)/q]==False,Print["Exception 2: p=",p," q=",q]];

i=1;

For[m=d[1]+q,m<11*q,m++, If[IntegerQ[(m^p-1)/((m-1)*q)]==True,

If[IntegerQ[(m-d[i])/q]==True,{i++; If[i>p-1,i=1]; },Print["Exception 3: p=",p," q=",q]]]];

}]]]]

and assertion 9 by a corresponding procedure.

If the p − 1 first m values for which a prime q = 2cp + 1 is a factor of (mp −

1)/(m−1) are known, the corresponding m values for (mp +1)/(m+1) are obtained
directly by the formula

m+
i = q − m−

p−i, i = 1, 2, . . . , p − 1.

Proof. If p > 2 and q are primes and q divides mp −1 (m < q), then q also divides
(q − m)p + 1 = Cq − mp + 1. Since (q, m − 1) = 1 and (q, q − m + 1) = 1, then q
also divides both (mp − 1)/(m − 1) and ((q − m)p + 1)/(q − m + 1). �
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The current version of this paper can be downloaded from
http://www.survo.fi/papers/PrimeFactors2010.pdf
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n S T n S T n S T n S T

51 4 5 101 2 2 151 5 5

2 1 1 52 3 7 102 7 11 152 5 11

3 1 1 53 3 3 103 2 2 153 3 8

4 1 2 54 2 9 104 2 10 154 4 10

5 1 1 55 3 6 105 3 11 155 5 8

6 1 3 56 2 8 106 5 6 156 6 18

7 1 1 57 3 4 107 1 1 157 4 4

8 1 3 58 5 6 108 4 15 158 4 5

9 1 2 59 2 2 109 2 2 159 5 8

10 2 3 60 2 13 110 5 12 160 3 13

11 2 2 61 1 1 111 5 6 161 4 7

12 1 5 62 2 3 112 4 11 162 6 16

13 1 1 63 3 7 113 5 5 163 5 5

14 2 3 64 4 7 114 6 9 164 6 10

15 2 3 65 2 3 115 4 6 165 2 10

16 2 4 66 3 9 116 5 9 166 7 8

17 1 1 67 2 2 117 5 9 167 2 2

18 2 6 68 3 7 118 5 6 168 5 19

19 1 1 69 1 4 119 4 6 169 3 4

20 1 6 70 4 9 120 4 17 170 4 7

21 2 4 71 3 3 121 2 4 171 3 7

22 3 4 72 3 14 122 2 3 172 4 10

23 2 2 73 3 3 123 2 5 173 4 4

24 1 7 74 4 5 124 4 8 174 5 11

25 2 3 75 5 7 125 2 5 175 3 9

26 2 3 76 3 7 126 5 14 176 6 14

27 1 3 77 1 4 127 1 1 177 3 6

28 2 6 78 5 8 128 6 9 178 4 5

29 3 3 79 3 3 129 2 5 179 3 3

30 3 7 80 2 10 130 6 9 180 4 24

31 1 1 81 3 6 131 2 2 181 4 4

32 2 5 82 4 5 132 5 15 182 8 11

33 1 4 83 2 2 133 2 3 183 4 5

34 2 3 84 3 14 134 4 5 184 3 11

35 2 4 85 2 3 135 3 10 185 2 5

36 3 10 86 4 5 136 4 11 186 5 8

37 2 2 87 3 6 137 2 2 187 2 5

38 2 3 88 4 10 138 3 9 188 6 10

39 3 4 89 1 1 139 2 2 189 2 10

40 2 8 90 3 13 140 4 16 190 5 10

41 2 2 91 4 5 141 3 6 191 5 5

42 4 8 92 5 9 142 5 6 192 4 16

43 3 3 93 2 3 143 3 6 193 3 3

44 3 7 94 5 6 144 4 19 194 6 7

45 2 6 95 3 5 145 1 5 195 3 8

46 3 4 96 4 13 146 5 6 196 5 11

47 3 3 97 2 2 147 2 7 197 2 2

48 3 10 98 2 5 148 6 10 198 5 17

49 1 2 99 3 8 149 2 2 199 2 2

50 4 7 100 5 14 150 7 14 200 6 20

Table 1. Number of prime factors for 2n − 1
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n S T n S T n S T n S T

51 2 6 101 3 4 151 4 5

2 0 3 52 4 9 102 8 15 152 5 17

3 1 2 53 3 4 103 1 2 153 4 10

4 1 5 54 6 13 104 3 13 154 5 13

5 2 3 55 3 8 105 4 13 155 3 9

6 2 5 56 2 13 106 5 8 156 9 22

7 1 2 57 5 7 107 3 4 157 4 5

8 1 7 58 6 9 108 7 18 158 6 9

9 1 3 59 2 3 109 5 6 159 3 7

10 3 6 60 3 17 110 6 15 160 7 23

11 2 3 61 2 3 111 3 7 161 1 5

12 2 8 62 5 8 112 3 19 162 10 21

13 1 2 63 2 6 113 4 5 163 3 4

14 2 5 64 2 14 114 10 15 164 4 13

15 1 5 65 4 7 115 3 8 165 3 13

16 2 10 66 5 12 116 4 13 166 8 11

17 2 3 67 3 4 117 4 11 167 5 6

18 3 8 68 3 12 118 4 7 168 8 28

19 2 3 69 2 6 119 4 7 169 3 5

20 2 10 70 3 11 120 7 24 170 8 16

21 2 4 71 1 2 121 3 6

22 4 7 72 4 16 122 4 7

23 2 3 73 4 5 123 3 7

24 2 11 74 5 8 124 5 13

25 2 5 75 3 10 125 5 10

26 2 5 76 5 11 126 7 19

27 4 6 77 4 7 127 5 6

28 3 9 78 9 15 128 1 16

29 3 4 79 3 4 129 3 7

30 4 11 80 3 18 130 6 12

31 3 4 81 3 9 131 2 3

32 2 12 82 5 8 132 3 18

33 1 5 83 4 5 133 4 6

34 5 8 84 5 18 134 5 8

35 2 6 85 4 7 135 4 15

36 4 12 86 3 6 136 5 17

37 2 3 87 4 8 137 3 4

38 4 7 88 3 16 138 8 15

39 4 7 89 3 4 139 3 4

40 2 13 90 6 19 140 4 20

41 3 4 91 4 5 141 5 9

42 5 11 92 2 10 142 6 9

43 2 3 93 3 7 143 1 5

44 3 11 94 7 10 144 5 24

45 3 9 95 2 7 145 1 7

46 3 6 96 6 21 146 6 9

47 4 5 97 3 4 147 6 11

48 5 17 98 7 12 148 4 13

49 5 7 99 2 8 149 3 4

50 4 10 100 3 18 150 9 22

Table 2. Number of prime factors for 3n − 1
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n S T n S T n S T

51 5 8 101 3 5

2 1 4 52 3 12 102 10 18

3 1 3 53 3 5 103 4 6

4 1 6 54 7 19 104 5 17

5 2 4 55 5 10 105 8 17

6 2 7 56 3 13 106 6 10

7 1 3 57 2 7 107 5 7

8 1 8 58 5 9 108 2 25

9 2 5 59 2 4 109 4 6

10 3 7 60 7 21 110 7 17

11 1 3 61 3 5 111 3 8

12 2 10 62 5 9 112 6 20

13 1 3 63 6 11 113 8 10

14 3 7 64 4 18 114 5 16

15 3 7 65 4 8 115 10 14

16 2 11 66 7 15 116 2 12

17 2 4 67 5 7 117 3 10

18 3 11 68 8 14 118 6 10

19 3 5 69 6 9 119 5 10

20 3 11 70 8 16 120 7 27

21 3 6 71 2 4

22 4 8 72 3 22

23 2 4 73 3 5

24 3 13 74 6 10

25 4 8 75 5 16

26 3 7 76 5 14

27 4 9 77 3 7

28 3 10 78 7 14

29 3 5 79 3 5

30 5 14 80 4 20

31 2 4 81 2 11

32 3 14 82 6 10

33 3 6 83 3 5

34 4 8 84 3 22

35 6 9 85 3 9

36 3 16 86 6 10

37 3 5 87 4 9

38 6 10 88 4 15

39 3 6 89 6 8

40 5 15 90 5 22

41 2 4 91 3 6

42 6 16 92 2 11

43 2 4 93 5 9

44 3 12 94 4 8

45 4 12 95 7 11

46 4 8 96 5 22

47 1 3 97 3 5

48 2 17 98 4 11

49 1 4 99 5 12

50 6 13 100 7 20

Table 3. Number of prime factors for 5n − 1
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n S T n S T n S T

51 5 9 101 2 3

2 2 2 52 6 11 102 11 17

3 1 2 53 3 4 103 4 5

4 2 3 54 5 11 104 7 15

5 1 3 55 2 7 105 6 15

6 3 4 56 5 14 106 7 9

7 1 2 57 3 7 107 3 4

8 1 4 58 4 6 108 6 21

9 2 4 59 3 4 109 2 3

10 3 6 60 7 20 110 6 15

11 2 3 61 3 4 111 5 11

12 3 7 62 3 5 112 6 20

13 2 3 63 4 10 113 4 5

14 3 6 64 4 12 114 6 14

15 2 6 65 5 9 115 7 12

16 3 6 66 6 12 116 4 9

17 4 5 67 2 3 117 4 12

18 3 7 68 4 11 118 4 6

19 2 3 69 4 8 119 6 11

20 3 9 70 8 18 120 6 26

21 3 4 71 1 2

22 3 5 72 7 18

23 4 5 73 4 5

24 3 9 74 8 10

25 2 6 75 5 12

26 5 7 76 4 9

27 2 6 77 2 6

28 4 9 78 9 15

29 1 2 79 3 4

30 4 11 80 5 17

31 2 3 81 4 8

32 3 9 82 5 7

33 2 6 83 7 8

34 6 8 84 4 17

35 3 7 85 3 10

36 5 13 86 5 7

37 5 6 87 5 7

38 4 6 88 4 12

39 4 6 89 3 4

40 3 12 90 6 18

41 2 3 91 2 6

42 4 10 92 6 13

43 4 5 93 5 9

44 4 9 94 4 6

45 4 11 95 7 11

46 6 8 96 8 20

47 3 4 97 5 6

48 5 13 98 6 12

49 3 5 99 6 13

50 4 10 100 7 16

Table 4. Number of prime factors for 6n − 1
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n S T n S T

51 5 10

2 1 5 52 5 13

3 1 4 53 3 5

4 2 8 54 5 18

5 1 3 55 1 6

6 2 8 56 6 19

7 2 4 57 3 10

8 1 10 58 4 9

9 3 7 59 4 6

10 3 8 60 5 24

11 2 4 61 4 6

12 2 13 62 6 11

13 1 3 63 2 11

14 4 9 64 3 20

15 2 7 65 6 9

16 3 13 66 6 17

17 2 4 67 4 6

18 4 12 68 6 14

19 2 4 69 3 10

20 3 14 70 8 18

21 1 7 71 2 4

22 4 9 72 5 26

23 3 5 73 5 7

24 4 18 74 5 10

25 3 5 75 3 11

26 3 8 76 2 13

27 4 12 77 3 9

28 4 13 78 7 17

29 3 5 79 2 4

30 3 14 80 5 24

31 3 5

32 2 16

33 4 9

34 3 8

35 3 7

36 3 18

37 3 5

38 4 9

39 4 8

40 5 18

41 3 5

42 4 15

43 2 4

44 4 15

45 2 12

46 4 9

47 2 4

48 3 22

49 4 8

50 4 11

Table 5. Number of prime factors for 7n − 1
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n S T n S T n S T n S T

51 3 6 101 1 2 151 2 3 201 6 8

2 1 1 52 2 3 102 5 9 152 3 4 202 5 6

3 0 2 53 2 3 103 2 3 153 4 11 203 3 7

4 1 1 54 3 6 104 1 2 154 4 9 204 5 9

5 1 2 55 2 6 105 3 11 155 3 6 205 1 5

6 1 2 56 2 3 106 3 4 156 3 5 206 5 6

7 1 2 57 3 5 107 2 3 157 4 5 207 1 8

8 1 1 58 2 3 108 3 6 158 3 4 208 5 6

9 1 4 59 3 4 109 2 3 159 3 6 209 3 6

10 1 3 60 3 4 110 2 7 160 3 4 210 5 15

11 1 2 61 1 2 111 5 7 161 1 4 211 5 6

12 1 2 62 4 5 112 4 5 162 5 10 212 3 4

13 1 2 63 2 7 113 4 5 163 3 4 213 5 8

14 2 3 64 2 2 114 6 8 164 3 4 214 5 6

15 1 4 65 4 6 115 3 6 165 4 12 215 2 5

16 1 1 66 4 6 116 2 3 166 5 6 216 4 8

17 1 2 67 2 3 117 2 7 167 1 2 217 3 5

18 2 4 68 2 4 118 6 7 168 4 8 218 5 6

19 1 2 69 2 5 119 2 5 169 2 4 219 4 6

20 1 2 70 2 7 120 3 6 170 5 11 220 5 9

21 2 4 71 2 3 121 2 4 171 2 9 221 3 6

22 2 3 72 2 5 122 5 6 172 3 4 222 6 10

23 1 2 73 2 3 123 4 7 173 5 6 223 2 3

24 2 3 74 4 5 124 3 4 174 4 8 224 2 4

25 2 4 75 2 7 125 3 6 175 4 11 225 4 12

26 3 4 76 3 4 126 2 10 176 2 3 226 4 5

27 1 6 77 3 6 127 1 2 177 5 8 227 3 4

28 1 2 78 5 10 128 2 2 178 3 4 228 4 8

29 2 3 79 1 2 129 4 6 179 2 3 229 2 3

30 2 6 80 2 3 130 4 10 180 2 8 230 6 13

31 1 2 81 3 10 131 3 4 181 3 4 231 3 12

32 2 2 82 4 5 132 3 7 182 5 11 232 5 6

33 2 5 83 5 6 133 3 5 183 2 4 233 3 4

34 3 4 84 3 5 134 5 6 184 3 4 234 5 17

35 2 5 85 2 4 135 4 12 185 3 7 235 4 7

36 2 4 86 4 5 136 3 4 186 5 9 236 5 6

37 2 3 87 2 5 137 4 5 187 1 4 237 4 6

38 3 4 88 3 4 138 4 8 188 4 5 238 7 12

39 2 4 89 3 4 139 2 3 189 5 13 239 3 4

40 1 2 90 3 11 140 2 4 190 4 10 240 4 7

41 2 3 91 4 6 141 4 7 191 1 2 241 4 5

42 2 6 92 1 2 142 5 6 192 3 4 242 4 7

43 1 2 93 3 5 143 4 7 193 5 6 243 4 15

44 2 3 94 3 4 144 4 7 194 8 9 244 4 5

45 1 7 95 2 5 145 2 6 195 5 11 245 3 9

46 4 5 96 2 3 146 4 5 196 6 8 246 6 10

47 2 3 97 4 5 147 3 7 197 3 4 247 4 7

48 2 3 98 3 6 148 1 2 198 6 12 248 2 3

49 1 3 99 2 9 149 4 5 199 1 2 249 4 9

50 3 7 100 4 6 150 6 14 200 4 6 250 7 14

Table 6. Number of prime factors for 2n + 1
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n S T n S T n S T

51 6 9 101 2 4

2 1 2 52 2 4 102 5 8

3 1 3 53 2 4 103 3 5

4 1 2 54 2 5 104 4 7

5 1 3 55 3 7 105 6 16

6 1 3 56 3 6 106 4 6

7 1 3 57 5 8 107 3 5

8 2 3 58 2 4 108 7 9

9 2 5 59 2 4 109 4 6

10 1 4 60 5 7 110 4 8

11 2 4 61 2 4 111 7 10

12 1 3 62 3 5 112 7 9

13 1 3 63 5 13 113 3 5

14 2 4 64 1 2 114 4 9

15 3 6 65 2 5 115 3 7

16 1 2 66 1 6 116 3 5

17 3 5 67 2 4 117 6 16

18 2 4 68 3 5 118 1 3

19 2 4 69 6 9 119 2 8

20 2 3 70 3 9 120 5 11

21 3 7 71 5 7 121 4 8

22 2 4 72 3 8 122 4 6

23 1 3 73 2 4 123 6 9

24 4 6 74 3 5 124 2 4

25 2 5 75 6 12 125 3 8

26 2 4 76 4 6 126 4 11

27 2 7 77 1 6 127 4 6

28 2 4 78 2 7 128 5 6

29 3 5 79 3 5 129 6 9

30 1 6 80 4 5 130 3 8

31 2 4 81 7 12

32 1 2 82 3 5

33 4 7 83 4 6

34 2 4 84 5 10

35 1 5 85 4 9

36 2 4 86 5 7

37 3 5 87 8 11

38 2 4 88 3 6

39 5 8 89 3 5

40 2 5 90 3 9

41 2 4 91 6 8

42 2 7 92 2 4

43 1 3 93 6 9

44 3 5 94 2 4

45 3 10 95 4 8

46 2 4 96 4 6

47 3 5 97 3 5

48 2 4 98 5 9

49 2 5 99 6 14

50 3 8 100 3 6

Table 7. Number of prime factors for 3n + 1



14 S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn

± 1

n S T n S T n S T

51 5 10 101 1 3

2 1 2 52 4 5 102 7 12

3 1 4 53 3 5 103 1 3

4 1 2 54 1 6 104 5 8

5 1 3 55 2 7 105 5 18

6 2 3 56 4 7 106 2 4

7 2 4 57 3 9 107 2 4

8 2 3 58 1 3

9 1 6 59 4 6

10 2 4 60 4 6

11 3 5 61 4 6

12 2 3 62 2 4

13 2 4 63 6 16

14 1 3 64 3 4

15 2 7 65 4 8

16 2 3 66 2 7

17 2 4 67 1 3

18 2 5 68 5 7

19 3 5 69 4 9

20 2 4 70 3 7

21 3 10 71 3 5

22 2 4 72 2 6

23 2 4 73 3 5

24 1 4 74 3 5

25 2 5 75 5 13

26 2 5 76 3 5

27 3 10 77 2 9

28 1 3 78 4 10

29 2 4 79 4 6

30 3 7 80 4 6

31 3 5 81 5 14

32 3 4 82 4 6

33 4 9 83 3 5

34 4 6 84 4 7

35 2 7 85 6 9

36 3 6 86 3 5

37 3 5 87 4 9

38 2 4 88 4 7

39 4 8 89 3 5

40 2 5 90 3 12

41 4 6 91 2 8

42 3 6 92 2 4

43 4 6 93 4 10

44 1 3 94 4 6

45 1 10 95 4 9

46 1 3 96 4 7

47 3 5 97 5 7

48 4 5 98 4 7

49 3 7 99 1 12

50 3 7 100 4 8

Table 8. Number of prime factors for 5n + 1



S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn

± 1 15

n S T n S T

51 6 8

2 1 1 52 3 4

3 2 2 53 4 5

4 1 1 54 5 10

5 2 3 55 4 8

6 3 3 56 4 6

7 2 4 57 3 7

8 2 2 58 2 3

9 1 3 59 1 2

10 2 3 60 3 6

11 1 2 61 2 3

12 2 2 62 1 2

13 3 4 63 3 10

14 2 3 64 3 3

15 2 5 65 3 8

16 3 3 66 8 11

17 2 3 67 4 5

18 4 6 68 4 5

19 2 3 69 2 6

20 2 3 70 4 7

21 1 6 71 3 4

22 3 4 72 1 5

23 2 3 73 5 6

24 2 4 74 3 5

25 2 4 75 5 10

26 3 4 76 4 5

27 3 5 77 1 6

28 4 5 78 7 11

29 3 4 79 5 6

30 6 9 80 3 6

31 1 2 81 3 8

32 3 3 82 3 4

33 4 6 83 4 5

34 2 3 84 5 8

35 5 11 85 3 8

36 5 5 86 4 5

37 3 4 87 7 11

38 2 3 88 2 4

39 5 9 89 2 3

40 4 5 90 7 16

41 3 4 91 5 12

42 4 7 92 3 4

43 1 2 93 2 5

44 2 3 94 4 5

45 2 7 95 5 10

46 4 5 96 2 4

47 1 2 97 3 4

48 5 7 98 2 5

49 3 7 99 4 10

50 3 6 100 6 8

Table 9. Number of prime factors for 6n + 1



16 S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn

± 1

n S T n S T

51 4 8

2 2 3 52 3 5

3 1 4 53 4 7

4 1 2 54 3 9

5 2 5 55 6 13

6 2 5 56 5 8

7 2 5 57 5 9

8 2 3 58 4 7

9 1 5 59 4 7

10 2 6 60 3 9

11 2 5 61 1 4

12 4 5 62 3 6

13 2 5 63 8 14

14 1 4 64 3 4

15 1 7 65 2 9

16 2 3 66 5 12

17 1 4 67 3 6

18 2 6 68 3 5

19 2 5 69 4 8

20 3 4 70 4 10

21 3 8 71 2 5

22 3 6 72 5 9

23 1 4 73 3 6

24 1 4 74 1 4

25 1 6 75 5 11

26 2 5 76 5 7

27 1 6 77 5 12

28 4 6 78 4 10

29 1 4 79 4 7

30 4 10 80 3 6

31 3 6 81 4 10

32 3 4 82 3 6

33 2 8 83 2 5

34 3 6 84 5 12

35 5 11 85 3 8

36 4 8 86 3 6

37 2 5 87 4 8

38 1 4 88 2 5

39 3 9 89 5 8

40 3 6 90 4 14

41 4 7 91 5 11

42 2 7 92 4 6

43 7 10 93 5 9

44 3 5 94 3 6

45 4 12 95 6 11

46 4 7 96 6 9

47 1 4 97 3 6

48 3 6 98 5 8

49 7 12 99 3 12

50 4 11 100 3 6

Table 10. Number of prime factors for 7n + 1



S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn
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m (m5
− 1)/(m − 1) 11 112 31 41

2 31 2
3 112 3 3
4 11 ∗ 31 4 4
5 11 ∗ 71 5
6 5 ∗ 311
7 2801
8 31 ∗ 151 8
9 112

∗ 61 9 9
10 41 ∗ 271 10
11 5 ∗ 3221
12 22621
13 30941
14 11 ∗ 3761 14
15 11 ∗ 4931 15
16 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 41 16 16 16
17 88741
18 41 ∗ 2711 18
19 151 ∗ 911
20 11 ∗ 61 ∗ 251 20
21 5 ∗ 40841
22 245411
23 292561
24 346201
25 11 ∗ 71 ∗ 521 25
26 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 8641 26
27 112

∗ 4561 27 27
28 637421
29 732541
30 837931
31 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 17351 31
32 601 ∗ 1801
33 31 ∗ 39451 33
34 61 ∗ 22571
35 31 ∗ 49831 35 35
36 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 101 ∗ 311 36
37 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 4271 37 37
38 11 ∗ 194681
39 31 ∗ 191 ∗ 401 39
40 2625641
41 5 ∗ 579281
42 11 ∗ 181 ∗ 1601 42
43 3500201
44 3835261
45 1471 ∗ 2851
46 5 ∗ 915391
47 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 14621 47 47
48 11 ∗ 541 ∗ 911 48
49 11 ∗ 191 ∗ 2801 49
50 6377551
51 5 ∗ 412

∗ 821 51
52 311 ∗ 23971
53 11 ∗ 131 ∗ 5581 53
54 71 ∗ 122021
55 211 ∗ 44171
56 5 ∗ 2002661
57 41 ∗ 71 ∗ 3691 57
58 11 ∗ 61 ∗ 1312 58
59 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 151 ∗ 181 59 59
60 11 ∗ 1198151 60
61 5 ∗ 131 ∗ 21491
62 15018571
63 16007041
64 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 151 ∗ 331 64 64
65 971 ∗ 18671
66 5 ∗ 31 ∗ 124301 66
67 761 ∗ 26881
68 21700501
69 11 ∗ 2090951 69
70 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 61 ∗ 1171 70 70

Table 11. Factorizations of (m5 − 1)/(m − 1)



18 S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn

± 1

m (m5
− 1)/(m − 1) 11 112 31 41

71 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 211 ∗ 2221 71
72 401 ∗ 67961
73 28792661
74 30397351
75 11 ∗ 1381 ∗ 2111 75
76 5 ∗ 71 ∗ 95231
77 35615581
78 31 ∗ 41 ∗ 29501 78 78
79 39449441
80 11 ∗ 751 ∗ 5021 80
81 5 ∗ 112

∗ 61 ∗ 1181 81 81
82 11 ∗ 4160941 82
83 48037081
84 101 ∗ 498881
85 52822061
86 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 281 ∗ 3581 86
87 101 ∗ 241 ∗ 2381
88 461 ∗ 131581
89 131 ∗ 691 ∗ 701
90 281 ∗ 236111
91 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 241 ∗ 5231 91
92 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 160591 92 92
93 11 ∗ 1091 ∗ 6301 93
94 78914411
95 31 ∗ 61 ∗ 101 ∗ 431 95
96 5 ∗ 71 ∗ 241771
97 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 262321 97 97
98 41 ∗ 241 ∗ 9431 98
99 97039801

100 41 ∗ 271 ∗ 9091 100
101 5 ∗ 31 ∗ 491 ∗ 1381 101
102 11 ∗ 1531 ∗ 6491 102
103 11 ∗ 10332211 103
104 11 ∗ 521 ∗ 20611 104
105 1201 ∗ 102181
106 5 ∗ 571 ∗ 44641
107 211 ∗ 627091
108 11 ∗ 12483671 108
109 31 ∗ 191 ∗ 24061 109
110 147753211
111 5 ∗ 30637421
112 5351 ∗ 29671
113 11 ∗ 251 ∗ 59581 113
114 11 ∗ 461 ∗ 33601 114
115 11 ∗ 16039531 115
116 5 ∗ 431 ∗ 84751
117 189004141
118 195534851
119 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 61 ∗ 7351 119 119
120 209102521
121 5 ∗ 3221 ∗ 13421
122 223364311
123 1831 ∗ 126031
124 113

∗ 331 ∗ 541 124 124
125 11 ∗ 71 ∗ 181 ∗ 1741 125
126 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 149011 126 126
127 262209281
128 31 ∗ 71 ∗ 122921 128
129 279086341
130 112

∗ 2378711 130 130
131 5 ∗ 61 ∗ 973001
132 31 ∗ 691 ∗ 14281 132
133 41 ∗ 1321 ∗ 5821 133
134 324842131
135 11 ∗ 181 ∗ 168071 135
136 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 1481 ∗ 4231 136
137 11 ∗ 101 ∗ 319411 137
138 821 ∗ 444971
139 41 ∗ 9170881 139
140 31 ∗ 541 ∗ 23071 140

Table 12. Factorizations of (m5 − 1)/(m − 1)



S.Mustonen: On prime factors of numbers mn
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m (m5
− 1)/(m − 1) 11 112 31 41

141 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 176531 141 141
142 61 ∗ 6712631
143 421106401
144 19141 ∗ 22621
145 445120421
146 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 8318281 146
147 11 ∗ 71 ∗ 601981 147
148 112

∗ 3992141 148
149 251 ∗ 691 ∗ 2861
150 331 ∗ 1539721
151 5 ∗ 104670301
152 11 ∗ 48848171 152
153 281 ∗ 1962941
154 566124791
155 6571 ∗ 88411
156 5 ∗ 61 ∗ 1954301
157 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 1793161 157 157
158 11 ∗ 57015521 158
159 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 151 ∗ 12491 159 159
160 41 ∗ 991 ∗ 16231 160
161 5 ∗ 821 ∗ 164701
162 693025471
163 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 1301 ∗ 1601 163 163
164 727832821
165 745720141
166 5 ∗ 152787031
167 71 ∗ 571 ∗ 19301
168 11 ∗ 761 ∗ 95731 168
169 11 ∗ 2411 ∗ 30941 169
170 11 ∗ 151 ∗ 505811 170
171 5 ∗ 31 ∗ 5548811 171
172 880331261
173 9431 ∗ 95531
174 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 2044201 174 174
175 943280801
176 5 ∗ 6361 ∗ 30341
177 987082981
178 9151 ∗ 110321
179 11 ∗ 93853931 179
180 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 61 ∗ 38371 180 180
181 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 19622651 181
182 41 ∗ 26908811 182
183 491 ∗ 2296691
184 131 ∗ 191 ∗ 46061
185 11 ∗ 101 ∗ 1060051 185
186 5 ∗ 240670571
187 271 ∗ 4536551
188 31 ∗ 101 ∗ 211 ∗ 1901 188
189 131 ∗ 9792191
190 11 ∗ 31 ∗ 1231 ∗ 3121 190 190
191 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 1871 ∗ 13001 191
192 11 ∗ 61 ∗ 131 ∗ 15541 192
193 1394714501
194 31 ∗ 45929281 194
195 1741 ∗ 834781
196 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 71 ∗ 101 ∗ 3761 196
197 661 ∗ 991 ∗ 2311
198 1544755411
199 71 ∗ 22199431
200 3361 ∗ 478441
201 5 ∗ 11 ∗ 41 ∗ 727451 201 201
202 112

∗ 31 ∗ 446081 202 202 202

Table 13. Factorizations of (m5 − 1)/(m − 1)


